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The God who made humanity intends
to save humanity from the inside,
from within our very own genetic realm,
from the strategic position of a
‘Son of God” who will be born within

Adam’s lineage in order to redeem

Adam’s fall.”'
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How to Make
the Most of this

Sty Gt

This guide is more than a reading plan —it's an invitation to
rediscover who you are in God’s great story of love.

Throughout this study, you'll trace the covenant story —
from creation to redemption — and see how God has been
working through generations to restore our true identity as
His sons and daughters.

Here are a few ways to make the most of your journey.

Tip 1 - Prayer and Journaling

Start each chapter with prayer. Remember that prayer “is the
opening of your heart to God as to a friend.”" So, ask God to
open your heart and show you something new about His love.

Make your prayer time with God special. Keep a prayer jour-
nal to write down your prayers, thoughts, or questions. Record
what stands out, what you sense God is saying, and one thing
you're thankful for each day.

Tip 2 - Prayer of the Day

Each chapter includes a Prayer of the Day to help you focus
your prayer time on that day’s theme. This short prayer, placed
after the main text, can guide your conversation with God and
invite the Holy Spirit to act in a specific way.

You can use it in silent prayer, in a group, or even creatively —
as a written prayer or in lettering. Begin and end each study
time with prayer, remembering that we draw closer to God by
talking with Him.

Tip 3 — Questions

The Questions are designed to move you from reading to lis-
tening, reflecting, and responding.

Take time to think, write, and discuss your answers honestly.
The goal is to open your heart and let Scripture speak.

If you're leading a group, use these questions to spark genu-
ine, respectful conversation. Listen actively, share thoughtfully,
and always respond with love.



Tip 4 — Personal Challenge

Every chapter includes a small but powerful invitation to /ive
out what you've learned.

Don't be afraid to focus on the personal challenges even after
you go through this study guide. The goal is to incorporate
what you learn in your daily life, and that may take some time.
Come back to the personal challenge every time you need a
reminder and an idea of how to make this practical.

Pray for courage to follow through, and share your experi-
ences with someone. Transformation happens when theory
becomes practice.

Tip 5 — Go Deeper

The Go Deeper section invites you to slow down and explore
further. Have a journal, notebook, or your phone’s notes app
ready to record your discoveries.

You will find additional Bible texts to read as well as questions,
prayer prompts, meaningful quotations for reflection and
reading recommendations. This is where your understanding
deepens and faith takes root.

This section is designed for you to go through it during your
personal time with God. However, you may also choose to ask
a close friend to go through it together and, in this way, you
can support and be accountable to one another.

Tip 6 — Activities

Faith is meant to be shared. Each Activity offers creative ways to
experience the main chapter themes in community.

Whether you're meeting with your youth group or your friends,
use these moments to connect and reflect together in a practical
way.

This will help turn ideas into memories, and lessons into a life-
style of covenantal love.

Closing Thought

Let this be more than a study — let it become a journey of rela-
tionship, where prayer, reflection, and action help you live as a
beloved child of God.
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\ JESUS, THE SON OF GOD

Introduction

ave you ever wondered why Jesus is called the Son of God? We say
the words so often that they may sound almost ordinary. But behind
that short title lies one of the most breathtaking truths in the entire
Bible — a story that reaches from eternity past to your life today.

This study guide is based on the insightful book by Ty Gibson, The
Sonship of Christ. In its pages, Ty unfolds a vision of God that is both
intellectually profound and personally transformative: a God whose
very identity is defined by faithful, other-centered love. Our writer,
Lynette Allcock Yoon, has beautifully reimagined those themes for
you in each chapter. So, in these pages, you will walk beside Ty
through the lens of Lynette’s writing, experiencing deep theology in
language that speaks directly to your life, inviting you to see Jesus,
the Son of God, in a new light.

This journey begins with an exploration of what we were actually
made for (chapter 1). God designed us to live in perfect relational
harmony, in “covenantal faithfulness” as Ty (and Lynette) would put
it, but humankind altered that dynamic early on. Our relationship
with God was severed by sin, and since then we have been trying to
be faithful to God, living ups and downs in our spiritual connection
with Him.



God created us to be His perfect sons and daughters (Matthew
5:48), perfect in the sense of living out love as creatures made
in His image. However, just a quick look around us reminds us
that we are far from being perfect in love.

As children of God, humans have failed to truly reflect His
character of love. God’s dream of passing down His image
from generation to generation was thwarted by sin.

Humanity was in desperate need of Someone who would rees-
tablish the relationship with God. And that is what Ty, through
Lynette’s words, will share with us in this study guide.

Once we have understood what we were made for and the
way sin has distorted it, we will discover how God’s ultimate
plan of redemption unfolds through a series of sons, culmi-
nating in Jesus, Son of God (chapters 2 to 6). Let me just add
a note here that this in no way means that women are not
important in this story. Ty explains this himself, “Daughters of
Eve, after all you've been through, | want you to know you
were in my thoughts every sentence along the way. Please
keep in mind throughout this exploration that everything of
which we speak regarding sons is equally applicable to daugh-
ters. Throughout the biblical narrative, Sonship is a covenant
mechanism for tracing the lineage of Christ. Point is, my dear
sisters, you are not excluded from any of the glorious impli-
cations of the biblical Sonship theme any more than men
are excluded from the biblical portrayal of God's church as
a woman and ultimately as a bride. Men along with women
are represented by the bride, and women as well as men are
represented by Sonship.”"

The story will then reach its climax when we read about how
the Son of God was cut off for our sake (chapter 7), so that we
could once again live out what we were made for (chapter 8).
That is the good, no, great news: humanity will be restored in
Jesus, Son of God, Son of Man, the New Adam.
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Ty begins his book by saying, “You may... find yourself deeply
moved by the beauty of God’s character and awestruck by the
utter genius of the biblical narrative.”

That is our prayer as you go through this study guide. May you
(re)discover God with fresh eyes, and allow Him to move you
with the beauty of His character.

May this journey draw you closer to the One who gave every-
thing to bring you Home.

Alexandra Mora
Editor and Project Manager
EUD Youth Ministries

INTRODUCTION \
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KEY TEXT
“‘Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my
unfailing love for you will not be shaken, nor my covenant of peace be
removed,’ says the Lord, who has compassion on you.”
ISALAH 534:10 (NIV)
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“GOMN DESIGNED US FOR
STEADFAST LOVE AND
RELATIONAL HARMONY.”

ngela Sartin-Hartung's life was turned upside down when
she was hit by a car, which caused her a brain injury that
erased her memories. Although she had been married for

more than a decade, she couldn’t remember her husband, Jaff; she
couldn’t even remember raising her children.

The doctor told Jaff that Angela would probably never get those
memories back.

But Jaff refused to give up.
Every day, he faithfully waited by Angela’s side at the hospital,
even though his wife didn't know who he was. Eventually, Angela

learned to trust him as he unwaveringly supported her.

Jaff started to date Angela again, even though they were still mar-
ried! And Angela fell in love with him once more.

Although the couple had pictures from their first wedding, Angela
couldn’t remember it. So, they decided to “get married” all over
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again. Five years after the accident, they renewed their vows in
Central Park, New York."

Stories of faithful love like this one make our hearts flutter be-
cause they point to what we were made for.

God designed us for steadfast love and relational harmony. His
plan for humanity was for us to participate in an ever-widening
circle of love — the kind of faithful, other-centred love that is the
definition of who God is and how God acts.

This kind of love is described by the word “covenant,” one of the
most meaningful words in Scripture.

“Covenant, in a nutshell, is omni-directional love:
love between God and humans, love between humans
and humans, and love between humans and the
creation over which we have charge.”

—— The Sonship of Christ, p. 65

WHAT WE WERE MADE FOR\—



\ JESUS, THE SON OF GOD

“MY UNFAILING
LOVE FOR yOU
WILL NOT BE SHAREN”

God expresses the heart of covenant like this:

““Though the mountains be shaken

and the hills be removed,

yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken,
nor my covenant of peace be removed,’

says the Lord, who has compassion on you.”
—— lIsaiah 54:10 (NIV)

“Come to me with your ears wide open.

Listen, and you will find life.

I will make an everlasting covenant with you.

I will give you all the unfailing love I promised to
David.”

—— Isaiah 55:3 (NLT)

That is what God is like.

“To say that God is a God of covenant, is to say that
God is relationally faithful to all others above and
before Himself, and at any and all cost to Himself.
Covenant is, therefore, a biblical word that communi-
cates God’s core identity, His essential character. To
the question, Who is God?, the Bible answers, God is
covenantally faithful!”

—— The Sonship of Christ, p. 64

Living with relational integrity is not exclusive to God — it's how
we were meant to live, too.

“Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.”
—— 1 John 4:16 (NIV)

In Scripture, we see that covenant is a relational dynamic that in-
volves steadfast, unfailing, faithful love. Another way to describe it~ This is what God had in mind when He created Adam and Eve
is that covenant means living with unbreakable relational integrity. in His own image (Genesis 1:27). In the Gospel of Luke, Adam
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is described as the son of God (Luke 3:38).2He is “the first of
his kind, the first human, from whom all others will emerge and
receive their identity.”?

Adam and Eve were given the capacity to procreate; Scripture tells
us that Adam “had a son in his own likeness, in his own image”
(Genesis 5:3 NIV).

The image of God was meant to be passed down from Adam
and Eve to all future generations, in perfect covenant, creating a
community of human beings who live in God's image, loving like
He loves.

What a beautiful world it would have been, if Adam and Eve had
been true to their identity and lived out the image of God's cov-
enantal love.

But we know that’s not how the story played out.

Humanity was deceived.

In the Fall, the image of God in humanity was tarnished. Selfish-
ness and fear took the place of perfect relational harmony. Adam
and Eve could not pass on faithful love in the way that God had
dreamed.

Instead, covenant breaking — living for self in a way that hurts
others — became the norm.

We see the fallout of covenant breaking everywhere we look to-
day because “human history is fundamentally characterized by
covenant breaking. We are a race defined by relational dysfunc-
tion and disintegration, a race of victims and victimizers, a race of
non-lovers.”

This is far from what God wanted. God expresses His will for hu-
manity like this:

“I want you to show love, not offer sacrifices. I want
you to know me more than I want burnt offerings.
But like Adam, you broke my covenant and betrayed
my trust.”

—— Hosea 6:6-7 (NLT)

"COVENANT BREAKING -
LIVING FOR SELF IN.A WAY,
THAT HURTS OTHERS -
BECARIE THE NORRL.”

13
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\ JESUS, THE SON OF GOD

“"GOY LONGS TO RESTORE
OUR TRUE IDENTITY.”

With the Fall of the first son of God, humanity needed a new start.
And God had a plan.

He gave a promise, “I will put enmity between you [Satan] and the
woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your
head, and you will strike His heel” (Genesis 3:15 NIV).

God intended to save humanity from the inside. There would be a
family succession leading to an eventual “Son of God” who would
be born from Adam'’s line in order to redeem Adam’s fall.

From that first promise in Genesis, we see that two groups of peo-
ple would be at odds with each other throughout history. There
would be the spiritual lineage of Satan and the spiritual lineage
of the woman, whose special Offspring would conquer Satan and
reverse the effects of the Fall. Thus, God’s plan for deliverance
was “set forth in the language of progeny or offspring.”

God’s faithful love would not abandon us, even when we broke
the covenant.

“If we are unfaithful, He remains faithful, for He
cannot deny who He is.”
—— 2 Timothy 2:13 (NLT)
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The whole story of the Bible is the story of God living in covenant-
al love toward us with the aim of restoring covenantal love in us.

God longs to restore our true identity, enabling us to live out what
we were made for — perfect relational integrity with Him, with
others, and with creation.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Dear Father,

Thank You for creating me for love because love

reflects who You are. . .
Teach me to live with relational integrity, 10 be

i as
faithful in my relationships, and to lovg othersmc
You have loved me. Restore in me the image

Your covenantal love.

Amen.



L

2

QUESTIONS

Which part of today’s text (Angela and Jaff’s story, or the idea of covenant love)
touched you the most? Why?

How would you define covenant in your own words? What does it look like in your
everyday relationships?

How has selfishness or fear damaged relationships in your life or community?
How might God’s covenantal love bring healing?

Read 1 John 4:16 and Genesis 1:27. What do these verses reveal about our true identity
and purpose as human beings?

In what ways can you live out covenantal love this week — with God, with others,
and with creation?

15
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KEY TEXT
“Israel is My son, My firstborn.
So I say to you, let My son go that he may serve Me.”
Exodus 4:22-23 (NKJV)
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lizabeth, a young nurse, ate lunch with one of her

patients at the care home every day. The elderly

woman, who suffered from dementia, was always
afraid that Elizabeth would simply forget her and not come
back. So, one day, Elizabeth decided to give her a little card
with the words, “I promise | will come and have lunch with
you tomorrow.” When Elizabeth arrived for lunch the next
day, she found her patient holding the card in her hand.
The woman looked up with a smile. “You remembered!"!

Just like the elderly woman discovered she could trust Eliz-
abeth to keep her promises, we can also look at the Bible
and discover that God keeps His promises.

As we read the story, we see that after the fall of Adam and
Eve, God establishes a genealogical line through which the
promised Son of God would be born into the world.

He does this by first calling Abraham and Sarah out of Ur.
God promises to make them a great nation, through which
all the nations of the earth will be blessed (Genesis 12) —in
fact, this promise is called His covenant.

Sarah eventually gives birth to Isaac, who is identified as the
“son” of the “promise” (Genesis 21:1-7; Galatians 4:23).

The unfolding story of Scripture now begins to focus on
the succession of sons, particularly the firstborn son. We
start seeing how “the firstborn son is the channel through
which the covenant promise is to be passed on from gen-
eration to generation.”?

A

SONS OF GOD: THE PLAN UNFOLDS



\ JESUS, THE SON OF GOD

“THE UNDERLYING GOAL
GOD IS PURSUING IS THE
TRANSMISSION OF THE
COVENANT PROMISE.”

However, to our surprise, we soon notice that the biological first-
born son isn't always the covenant firstborn son!

For example, Isaac is Abraham'’s second-born son. Then, Jacob
(whose name is changed to Israel) is /saac’s second-born son.

Later, Jacob’s twelve sons and all their children become known by
the name Israel, and God calls them by an interesting title during
the time of the Exodus:

“Israel is My son, My firstborn. So I say to you,
let My son go that he may serve Me.”
—— Exodus 4:22-23 (NKJV)

Israel becomes a firstborn “nation-son”, which makes sense when
we remember that God’s promise to Abraham was that through
him, all the families of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 12:3).

In fact, we see God using “Father” language towards Israel in
other places too, like Deuteronomy 32:6, 16-18.

God'’s plan is that through the witness of his “nation-son” Israel,
many other nations would become “nation-sons” of God as well.

20

“The underlying goal God is pursuing is the trans-
mission of the covenant promise. God is not fixated
on exact birth order, but rather on moving the cove-
nant promise forward.”

—— The Sonship of Christ, p. 41

God chooses other “sons” in the Old Testament, too, all with this
same goal of conveying the covenant.

David is the youngest son in his family. But God chooses him to
be the king of Israel.

David sings about himself being “begotten” as God's “son” in
Psalm 2 and Psalm 89.



“The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together,

against the Lord and against His Anointed...

I will declare the decree:

The Lord has said to Me,
“You are My Son,

today I have begotten You.”
—— Psalm 2:2, 7 (NKJV)

9

“I have found David my servant;
with my sacred oil I have anointed him.

My hand will sustain him;
surely my arm will strengthen him.

He will call out to me, “You are my Father,
my God, the Rock my Savior.”

And I will appoint him to be my firstborn,
the most exalted of the kings of the earth.
I will maintain my love to him forever,
and my covenant with him will never fail.
I will establish his line forever,

his throne as long as the heavens endure.”
—— Psalm 89:20, 21, 26-29 (NIV)

“WHILE THESE SONGS
ARE ABOUTDAVIDIN AN
IMMEDIATE, LOCAL
HISTORICAL SENSE, THEY
ALSO POINT FORWARDTO
THE COMING MESSIAH.”

21

While these songs are about David in an immediate, local histori-
cal sense, they also point forward to the coming Messiah (cf. Acts
2:25-36; 4:25-28; 13:33, and Hebrews 1:5). In fact, the New Tes-
tament quotes these Psalms to identify the covenant character of
the Messiah.

After David, God transfers the position of “sonship” to Solomon:

“He shall build a house for My name, and he shall be
My son, and I will be his Father...”
—— 1 Chronicles 22:10 (NKJV)

Note the language carefully: “He shall be My son, and | will be
his Father” as opposed to “He is my son, and | am His Father.”
“These are narrative roles that are being occupied for a covenant
purpose.”?

SONS OF GOD: THE PLAN UNFOLDS\V



\ JESUS, THE SON OF GOD

“THUS, GOD PROMISES
TO BEGIN A FAMILY LINE
THROUGH WHICH A NEW SON
OF GOD WILLCOME TO SET

THE WORLD RIGHT.”

Unlike David, Solomon’s history does not include war. In fact, his
very name means peace! As someone without blood on his hands,
he could build God's temple. Through Solomon, God points for-
ward to Jesus, the ultimate Prince of Peace.

So, we can see the story taking shape:

Adam, the son of God, fails in his sonship role. Thus, God prom-
ises to begin a family line through which a new Son of God will
come to set the world right.

God establishes a people group, stemming from the lineage of
Abraham, to fulfil His promise, and He calls a series of “sons”.

Abraham, the son of God. Isaac, the son of God. Jacob, the son
of God. Israel, the corporate son of God. David, the son of God.
Solomon, the son of God.

However, they are all flawed people, who do not perfectly pass on
the image of God in faithful covenantal love.

Yet these sons of God point forward to “the coming offspring of
the woman [who] will faithfully occupy His vocation as the eternal
progenitor of God's image to all future generations.”*

The supreme Son of God is coming. As the prophets Daniel and
Malachi foretold, the coming Messiah would be “the Messenger
of the covenant” (Malachi 3:1) and would “confirm the covenant”
(Daniel 9:27).

22

“[Thus,] God is seeking to complete the relational
loop of covenantal faithfulness between Himself and
the human race, to restore relational integrity within
humanity so that the love flowing from Him to us
might finally flow back to Him from us and outward
to one another. Jesus is the Son of God through
whom this purpose is created and procreated...”

—— The Sonship of Christ, p. 67

This is what we learn: we can trust God to keep His promises.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Dear Father,

Thank You for being a God who keeps Your pr|om-
ises. Teach me to trust Your timing and Your plan,
even when | cannot see the whole story. Make me

a child who reflects Your faithful love.

Amen.



QUESTIONS

How does the story of Elizabeth and her patient reflect God’s reliability in keeping His
promises?

Why is it important that God’s covenant promise passed through a line of “sons”?

What surprises you about God choosing second-born or unlikely people
(like Tsaac, Jacob, or David) to carry His promise? What would you have expected?

How does seeing the Bible as one continuous covenant story impact your view of God’s
character?

In what ways can you live as a “child of the promise” in your family, school, university

or church community?

23
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Have you ever been called to do something “impossible™?

For Israel, the nation-son of God, it seemed that they had been

called to an impossible mission.



The life of Jesus is covenant love personified



|u

Jesus called twelve disciples, and their spiritual “descendants”

would become the continuation of Israel, called the church, now
composed of all nations



ou and | are the “object .
. s of fa
rather die than let us go." J ithful love that would

Through Jesus, ev '
, everything God has dre
amed
NIRRT

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Dear Father,

Thank You for finishing what others could not.
Where humanity failed, You succeeded. Thank You
for Your faithfulness.

Help me to fix my eyes on You.

Amen.



QUESTIONS

L Have you ever been called to do something seemingly “impossible”?
Share your experience.

How does Jesus’ life fulfill the story of Israel in a way no one else could?

AN

Which of the parallels between Israel and Jesus (Egypt, wilderness,
mountain and law, disciples) stands out most to you? How does it impact your faith?

What does it mean that “we are the joy set before Him” (Hebrews 12:2 NIV)?

Y

How can you live out that same faithful love — especially when following God feels
“impossible”?

31
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MATTHEW

he New Testament begins by pointing back to the past, to
the family history of Jesus.

“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ,
the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.”
—— Matthew 1:1 (ESV)

It might be tempting to skip past genealogies, but they are im-
portant parts of the story. They tell us that we are about to pick up
exactly where the story left off in the Old Testament, with a clue
to the story built into the names of David and Abraham.

Abraham means father of many. David means beloved. The Mes-
siah who has come from their genealogical line is God's beloved
Son (Matthew 3:17), who is here to express God's love to the
world and thus become a spiritual father of many beloved chil-
dren of God.

Matthew details the family history and the miraculous circumstances
of Jesus’ birth, wanting the reader to understand that Jesus is in-
deed the One that Israel has been waiting for, the Messiah!

JESUS, THE SON IN THE GOSPELS\&
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\ JESUS, THE SON OF GOD

He draws parallels in the Old Testament as he describes how an
angel told Jesus’ parents what to name Him (“Joshua” in Hebrew,
after the successor of Moses who led the people into the Prom-
ised Land). He shows how Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the city
of David (because He is the son of David); how prophecy was ful-
filled as Jesus fled to and returned from Egypt; how an Elijah-like
figure (John the Baptist) introduced Jesus, as Isaiah the prophet
had declared; and how Jesus overcame Satan’s attack on his Son-
ship identity in the wilderness.

Then Matthew shows how Jesus announces and sets up the
“kingdom of God". He chooses twelve disciples, mirroring the
twelve tribes of Israel. And He embarks upon the mission Israel
was supposed to fulfil - to break down ethnic barriers and incor-
porate even Gentiles into the covenant kingdom of God.

With the stories Matthew shares, he demonstrates that Israel’s
failed evangelistic mission is now faithfully being executed by Je-
Sus.

For example, when he describes how Jesus went about “healing
all kinds of sickness” (Matthew 4:23-25 NKJV), he is hinting at
God's covenant promises to Israel that He would take away their
sickness (Exodus 23:25, Deuteronomy 7:15).

“Step by step, act by act, Jesus is redeeming Israel’s
failed calling.”
—— The Sonship of Christ, p. 84
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LUKE

Like Matthew, Luke's gospel also begins with narrative indica-
tors: Mary, the woman (think of Genesis 3:15), bears a Son to
occupy the throne of David, who will be called “the Son of the
Most High” (Luke 1:30-33 ESV).

Luke is not trying to explain the ancient origins of Jesus. Rather,
the point is that Mary's child “is the long awaited ‘Son of God’
who will live and reign as God'’s faithful Son on the throne of Da-
vid... It is a conferred title, a missional moniker in Luke’s telling,
not a description of His intrinsic, pre-incarnate identity.”!

Like Matthew, Luke includes a genealogy — but his goes all the
way back to “Adam, the son of God” (Luke 3:38).

Luke places Jesus in contrast to Adam.

He also places the genealogy after the baptism of Jesus as an
introduction to Jesus’ public ministry.

“When all the people were baptized, it came to pass
that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed,
the heaven was opened. And the Holy Spirit descend-
ed in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice
came from heaven which said, ‘“You are My beloved
Son; in You I am well pleased.”

— Luke 3:21-22 (NKJV)
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JOHN

After being named the Son of God, Jesus is tempted in the desert
for forty days. Israel was tempted in the wilderness and failed,
but going back even earlier in the story, we see that Adam was
tempted and failed (Genesis 3).

Adam, as God's son, was given “dominion” over this world (Gene-
sis 1:26-27), but, in the Fall, he lost that authority to Satan.

With this background in mind, Luke tells us:

“Then the devil, taking [Jesus] up on a high moun-
tain, showed Him all the kingdoms of the world

in a moment of time. And the devil said to Him,
‘All this authority I will give You, and their glory;
for this has been delivered to me, and I give it to
whomever I wish. Therefore, if You will worship
before me, all will be Yours.”

—— Luke 4:5-7 (NKJV)

Satan claims the earth as his territory, because it was “delivered”
to him. This points back to the Fall in Eden.

However, unlike Adam, Jesus remains faithful.

“The Fall of Adam was the point of legal transfer
of earth into Satan’s control. But Luke wants us to
understand that in Christ we have a new Adam,

a new ‘Son of God,” who has now arrived on the
scene to reverse the effects of the Fall and reclaim
‘dominion’ over the earth.”

—— The Sonship of Christ, p. 95
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John begins his gospel as follows:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was with God
in the beginning. Through him all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has been made...
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth.”

—— John 1:1-3, 14 (NIV)

These famous words not only identify Jesus as the Creator, but
they provide a stunning insight into the love of God: The Creator
chose to become the created.

John continues the father-son metaphor that has been used
throughout the Old Testament to describe the covenant calling.
“When John calls Jesus ‘the only begotten of the Father, he is
identifying Him as the one in whom Israel’s calling will be finally
and fully actualized.”? As the Son of God, Jesus is also the King of
Israel John 1:49), fulfilling the covenant mission.

This context gives us new insight into Jesus’ famous conversation
with Nicodemus in John 3.

“Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God unless they are born again.”
—— John 3:3 (NIV)

JESUS, THE SON IN THE GOSPELS\&
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What does rebirth have to do with the kingdom of God?

As we look back at the Bible's narrative, we can see the Old Testa-
ment is built around birth — the birth of the son for the fulfilment
of the covenant promise. Jesus came into the world not only to
fulfil Israel’s vocation as God'’s firstborn son, but also to invite all
people to be reborn as sons and daughters of God.

“To be born again means, therefore, to enter into the
new Genesis Jesus is launching as the new Son of
God who has now come to replace Adam and reenact
Israel’s covenant history with faithfulness... He
invites us to become covenant sons of God through
which God’s covenant ways can overtake the world.”
—— The Sonship of Christ, pp. 103, 104

God'’s love is fully and finally realized through Jesus. The Messiah’s
mission is to reestablish humanity within the ways of covenantal
faithfulness.

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of

God and knows God. Whoever does not love does

not know God, because God is love. This is how God

showed His love among us: He sent His one and only
Son into the world that we might live through Him.”

—— 1 John 4:7-9 (NIV)

God dreams that you and | will share in a world of covenantal
love and perfect relational integrity. He invites you to be part of
His kingdom through Jesus, the Son. What will you say to His
invitation?
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Dear Father,

er

Thank You for revealing Yourself throughong’éus. e
Help me to see Him more clearly in the pag Segjy'o

- i ith grace  “ha
Gospels, and let His life reshape mine with g Weha,,eseen’ bt st ¥©

and truth.

Amen.



L

2

QUESTIONS

What do you notice about how each Gospel writer presents Jesus differently -

as Son of Abraham, Son of Adam, and the only begotten Son of God?

Which focus or perspective from the Gospels most powerfully shows you the heart
of Jesus?

How does seeing Jesus as both divine and human impact your understanding
of what God is like?

In the fall, Adam lost “dominion over this world”; he actually “lost that authority to
Satan”. How does this explain the reality of a world in which God’s love and will is not
always fulfilled? What are the implications of this loss of dominion?

Read John 3:1-8 and respond in your own words: “What does rebirth have to do with
the kingdom of God?” How can you tell that you have been born again?
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KEY TEXT
“For as in Adam all die,

so in Christ

all will be made alive.”

1 Corinthians 13:22 (NIV)

42



ave you ever lost something that was precious to you?
How hard was it to get it back? Did you even get it back?

God’s original intent was for humanity to occupy the highest posi-
tion in creation — even higher than the angels! We were meant to
have “dominion” over the earth, under God — taking care of the
world in the image of God'’s love.

““You made [humankind] for a little while lower than
the angels; you crowned them with glory and honour
and put everything under their feet.” In putting

43

everything under them, God left nothing that is not
subject to them. Yet at present we do not see every-
thing subject to them.”

—— Hebrews 2:7-8 (NIV)

God's first plan was thwarted by the Fall. “By introducing the prin-
ciple of self-centeredness into the world, the first Adam forfeited
his position of benevolent dominion over the world.”

But what was lost could be recovered through “the New Adam” —
a compelling image that Paul uses to describe Jesus. In Romans,
Paul details how Jesus is the new Adam.
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\ JESUS, THE SON OF GOD

“For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned
through that one man, how much more will those
who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and
of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the
one man, Jesus Christ!”

—— Romans 5:17 (NIV)

According to Paul, death came into the world through a man (the
first Adam), so death had to be reversed by a man (the last Adam).
God was working to restore humanity from the inside, not from a
supernatural force applied from the outside. We see God as man,
as a descendant from Adam’s lineage, rewriting human history.

As the “new Adam,” Jesus lived, died, and rose from the dead
to establish a new human identity for us. We take on this new
identity through baptism.

“We were therefore buried with him through baptism
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we
too may live a new life.”

—— Romans 6:4 (NIV)

“When we are baptized, we are essentially saying we
have disavowed our first birth in the lineage of the
first Adam and relocated our identity in the second
Adam, Jesus Christ.”

—— The Sonship of Christ, p. 117

Through Jesus, we are adopted into the family of God. As the Son
of God, Jesus has lifted condemnation from us so that we can
become sons and daughters of God. We have a new identity now,
and a bright future ahead as joint heirs with Jesus!

“For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the
children of God. The Spirit you received does not
make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather
the Spirit you received brought about your adoption
to sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.” The
Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are
God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are
heirs — heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if in-
deed we share in his sufferings in order that we may
also share in his glory.”
—— Romans 8:14-17 (NIV)

ADOPTED
INTO THE
FAMILY
OF GOI




Robert Strand? tells the story of a wealthy English baron who
owned a stunning art collection. Before the baron died, he gave
instructions that his entire art collection should be sold at a special
auction. Among all the famous works of art, there was one small
portrait — a poor-quality painting compared to the others — that
happened to be of the Baron's only, much-loved son.

An excited crowd of art-lovers gathered to bid for the paintings.
When the auction began, the Baron’s lawyer read from his will:
the auction must begin with the painting of his beloved son.
However, the portrait received only one bid — from a family ser-
vant who had loved the boy and the father.

The auctioneer stopped the bidding and asked the lawyer to con-
tinue reading from the will. “Whoever buys the painting of my son
gets all my art collection. The auction is over!”

Indeed, IR ISl Whoever has the
Son has life” (1 John 5:12).

Jesus is God's beloved Son — occupying the position that Adam
lost; He is God's new and true firstborn human Son, and from
Him, many more children will come to join the family of God.

This idea is further emphasized in the book of Hebrews.

“In the past, God spoke to our ancestors through the
prophets at many times and in various ways, but in
these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom
He appointed heir of all things, and through

whom He made the universe.”

—— Hebrews 1:1-2 (NIV)

“What we do see is Jesus, who for a little while was
given a position ‘a little lower than the angels’; and
because he suffered death for us, he is now ‘crowned
with glory and honor.” NENSET TN T

—— Hebrews 2:9 (NLT)

For the author of Hebrews, “Jesus is the new corporate, represen-
tative head of the human family. And from this strategic position
- as a fully-fledged member of the human race — He will reverse
the effects of the Fall and elevate the human race to the position
originally intended for it."3

The Son of God brings “many sons and daughters to glory” (He-
brews 2:10); in other words, He reestablishes human beings into
the sonship position they were originally meant for.

And the writer of Hebrews highlights the fact that Jesus is not
ashamed to call us brothers and sisters; we are truly “of the same
family” (Hebrews 2:11).

JESUS, THE NEW ADAM \ﬂ

“HE WILL
REVERSE THE

EFFECTS OF THE

FALL AND
ELEVATE THE

HUMAN RACE TO

THE POSITION
ORIGINALLY
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Jesus is your Brother!

“In the most monumental and paradoxical act of
empathetic love imaginable, God became the Son
of God and is now our eternal Brother, from which
flows the cataclysmic punch line:

A fully realized Son of God sits upon the throne of
the universe awaiting our arrival, eager that we reign

with Him.

Because He is now eternally one with us, we are eter-

been

nally one with Him. [EERENSIRTRIGER S

o AR R RIel Whatever position Christ now
occupies, He occupies as a member of the human
race and as our new representative head. Therefore,
we are invited to occupy that position with Him.IETY
is there for us, literally as us.”
The Sonship of Christ, pp. 136-137

This is why the Gospel is good news, not good advice.

Salvation is an already-accomplished reality in Christ. We don’t have
to do anything else to add to that reality.

46

When we identify with Christ as our last Adam, “our stories be-
come an expression of the story of His death and resurrection.”*

You and | are represented in Christ. Will you accept the new iden-
tity He offers and join His family today?

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Dear Father,

Thank You for becoming one of us in Jesus, for

d making us part of Yours

ring our story an
ot You have welcomed us

Through His life and love,
into Your family.

ach day as a true child of God,

Help me to live € s in Christ.

embracing others as pbrothers and sister

Amen.
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Mediation builds a bridge of understanding between
the transcendent God and us.



Love is a relational dynamic that requires a minimum of three per-

Bl Three beings can experience giving love, receiving love, and
expanding love to one another, humbly and selflessly yielding love
to the third party. “Pure selflessness can now occur by virtue of
the fact that each one must love and be loved with both an exclu-
sive and a divided interest.”?

Since God is love, then God Himself is an interpersonal relation-
ship. That interpersonal relationship must be composed of three
beings, since perfectly selfless love must both receive and defer
attention.

In Scripture, we see a picture of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — God,
a perfectly self-giving social unit of three Persons who are “one re-
lational reality. Everything beyond this — everything material, tem-
poral, and pro-generative — is the appropriation of language and
forms to which we can relate and through which we can grasp
different dimensions of God’s love.”?

God is love, and God's kingdom operates through the power of

To explore the idea of God's kingdom of love, let's look at another
key description of God in the Sonship narrative: “the Son of Man”.
We see this figure in the book of Daniel, and Christ uses this title
for Himself more than any other (more than ninety times in the
four Gospels).

“By repeatedly calling Himself ‘the Son of Man’ - all
the while living out the principles of the new king-
dom He came to establish — Jesus was specifically
identifying Himself as the cryptic personage who, in
Daniel’s visions, overturns all the power structures of
our world and establishes a completely new arrange-
ment of the world.”

—— The Sonship of Christ, p. 140

Daniel informs us that God will establish a radically different king-
dom compared to the “ego-centric power-mongering that char-
acterizes the empires of our fallen world.”*

We know that the Fall of humanity was not just moral, but govern-
mental, with dominion being given over to Satan (cf. John 12:31;
14:30; 16:11; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2; 1 John 5:19).

52

“DANIEL PRESENTS
BETWEEN THE
VIOLENT,
SELF-EXALTING
KINGDOMS OF THE
WORLD AND THE
SON OF MAN.”



Instead of a world ruled by love, “human governance is a perpet-
ual cycle of force, and greater force, each empire operating by the
same basic principle — the will to power by means of violence.”

But Daniel has good news. The anti-covenant cycle will be broken.
A different kind of king will emerge.

“As my vision continued that night, I saw someone
like a son of man coming with the clouds of heaven.
He approached the Ancient One and was led into
his presence. He was given authority, honor, and
sovereignty over all the nations of the world, so that
people of every race and nation and language would
obey him. His rule is eternal - it will never end. His
kingdom will never be destroyed...

53

As I watched, this horn was waging war against
God’s holy people and was defeating them, until the
Ancient One - the Most High - came and judged in
favor of his holy people. Then the time arrived for
the holy people to take over the kingdom.”

—— Daniel 7:13-14, 21-22 (NLT)

Daniel presents a contrast between the violent, self-exalting king-
doms of the world and the Son of Man, the Messiah who is “cut
off but not for Himself” and who in doing so “confirms a cove-
nant” (Daniel 9:26-27 NKJV).

We see this selfless, covenant love repeatedly in the life of Jesus,
even at the very moment of His crucifixion when He cries out,
“Father, forgive them...” (Luke 23:34). “There was no deep-seat-
ed violence in His character waiting to burst forth when brought
under pressure.”®

Jesus, the Son of Man, is powerful with a different kind of power
than that of the kingdoms of the world.

His life, death, and resurrection display the difference between
the love of power and the power of love.

“The kingdom of Christ is eternally sustainable, not
because He uses more force than any other kingdom,
but because He rules without force and thereby
draws His subjects to Himself without ever resorting

(N Resuty il esus didn’t come merely to win the

—— The Sonship of Christ, pp. 153-154



This Son of Man now occupies the throne of the eternal Kingdom,
a full-fledged member of the human race. He represents a king-
dom that stands in sharp contrast to the empires of the world.

Whereas the kingdoms of the world, ancient and modern, “oper-
ate on the premise of power, employing violence for the spread of

IAEIMIIER the Son of Man achieves His rule by means of self-sac-
rificing love.””

The kingdoms of the world function through war, through taking,
and through coercion.

Aren’t you tired of living in such a world?
The good news is that this won't last forever.

“Then the end will come, when he hands over the
kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all
dominion, authority, and power.”

—— 1 Corinthians 15:24 (NIV)

Jesus is a different kind of king, with an upside-down kingdom.
The Son of Man rules through love, through giving, through cov-
enant. The world system as we know it will come to an end as the
final outcome of “the Christ event”.

The Son of Man will inaugurate a glorious future, ruled by the
power of love.

>4

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Dear Father,

us a better way to live—a
d of power. Teach me
en wronged, and

Thank You for showing
kingdom built on love inst.ea
to lead by serving, to forgive wh
to love unconditionally.

Amen.



QUESTIONS

L What are your thoughts on the following statement: “Love is a relational dynamic that
requires a minimum of three persons™?

2 - Why do you think Jesus chose the title “Son of Man” more than any other?
3 - How is God’s Kingdom different from the kingdoms of this world? (See Matthew 5-7.)
4 - What does the “power of love” look like in contrast to the “love of power”?

3 - What would it mean for your home, church, or school to operate by Jesus’” Kingdom
principles?
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THESON
OF GOD

CUT OFF

/

KEY TEXT

“He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed

for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace
was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.”
Isaiah 53:5 (NIV)



BUT WHAT
COULDITMEAN

FORGOD
TORFE C1IT?




"JESUS
VOLUNTARILY
SUBMITTED
HIMSELF

TO THE
LIMITATIONS
OFHUMAN
NATURE.”



“Fully God, He could have exercised His God powers
at any moment, but, moved by a love more powerful
than all self-interest, He chose not to exercise those
powers for Himself, choosing rather to rely on God as
the first Adam should have done.”

—— The Sonship of Christ, p. 227

The second phase of the covenant cutting came with Calvary and
the cross.

Jesus once again submitted Himself to the limitations of human
nature, cut off from the powers of divinity, for a specific purpose:
to become “obedient to the point of death” (Philippians 2:8).
What does obedience have to do with it? This makes sense if we
look at the whole narrative of Scripture.

As Ty Gibson explains, “the ‘obedience’ of Christ to which Paul re-
fers is the covenant faithfulness to which all humans have always
been called.”?

Every human son of God before Christ crumbled under Satan’s
temptations, even under lesser pressures than Jesus faced. From
Adam to Israel, from David to you and me, all have failed. Yet
“Christ followed through to remain faithful as the Son of God,
S RIeRialRolelini Mo M EEIMN O degree of pressure could push Him

to choose self-preservation over obedience to the ‘covenant’ He
came to ‘confirm” (Daniel 9:26-27)."3

Jesus maintained faithful love to God and humanity, even in the
face of self-annihilation.

At the cross, God was cut off from God. As we look at Calvary,
we look at the face of a God who truly loves all others above and
before Himself.

“According to this narrative, the death of Jesus on
the cross was not a sacrifice of the pagan kind, but

of the covenant kind, reaching back in the story for
its meaning to the cutting ritual God enacted with
Abram. The obedience of Christ to the point of death
was a supreme act of covenantal faithfulness, not a
supreme act of appeasement. By allowing Himself to
be cut off from the Godhead, He remained true to
the ancient promise.”

—— The Sonship of Christ, p. 232

And so, Paul writes, “God has highly exalted him and bestowed
on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11 ESV).
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QUESTIONS

L What moves you most about God being “cut oft” for our sake?
2 - How does the Cross reveal both the seriousness of sin and the magnitude of love?
3 -~ Why was the covenant fulfilled through sacrifice rather than vengeance?

4 - Read Philippians 2:5-8 in different translations. What impacts you the most
about this text?

3 - What does the Cross invite you to surrender today?
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KEY TEXT
“And this is the secret: Christ lives in you.
This gives you assurance of sharing his glory.”
(@losSIANS 1:27 (NLT)
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oe was an alcoholic who was miraculously converted at a city

mission. Before his conversion, people thought he was hope-

less. But after his conversion to a new life in Christ, everything
changed. He became the most caring person that the mission had
ever known. Whether it was cleaning up the vomit left by a violently
sick alcoholic, feeding hungry men, or scrubbing filthy bathrooms,
Joe did whatever was necessary with a smile.

One day, the director of the mission was preaching in the chapel
when a man came down the aisle to the pulpit. He knelt to pray,
crying out to God for help to change. The man kept shouting, “Oh
God! Make me like Joe! Make me like Joe!” The director of the
mission approached him and whispered, “Son, perhaps it would
be better if you prayed, ‘Make me like Jesus.””

The man looked up at the director with a puzzled face and asked,
“Is he like Joe?"!

Could someone look at you and see Jesus?
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“In your relationships with one another, have the
same mindset as Christ Jesus.”
—— Philippians 2:5 (NIV)

Human relationships are power dynamics with the potential for
either abusing that power or responsibly using it for the blessing
of others. The Son of God “embarked upon a mission to destroy
all abusive power dynamics and restore humanity to love-based
power dynamics.”?

Jesus is the beginning of a new creation. Through Jesus, humanity
has been and is being remade in the image of God — the image
of faithful love.

So, how do we live out the covenant love and relational integrity
we were designed for?

LIVING OUT WHAT WE WERE MADE FOR\w



\ JESUS, THE SON OF GOD

We need the Holy Spirit.

“Jesus replied, ‘I assure you, no one can enter the
Kingdom of God without being born of water and the
Spirit. Humans can reproduce only human life, but
the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.””
—— John 3:5-6 (NLT)

Genesis describes the Holy Spirit as being present at Creation,
hovering and moving like a wind over the waters (Genesis 1:2).

In the redemptive retelling of Creation that John portrays in his
gospel, the Spirit is once again associated with water and wind
and the beginning of a new creation (John 3:5-8).

Just as the Holy Spirit was intimately involved with Jesus in creation,
He is intimately involved with Jesus in the process of re-creation.
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In fact, “the human being is, by design, a habitable creature, and
the Holy Spirit is the inhabitant we were created to host” (cf.
Genesis 2:7, Job 34:14-15, Genesis 41:38, John 20:22, Ephesians
2:22, 1 Corinthians 6:19).

The Holy Spirit’s role is to take up residence inside us, freeing us,
restoring us to our best selves, and reinstating the covenantal
identity to humanity.

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in
you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and
give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in
you and move you to follow my decrees and be care-
ful to keep my laws.”

—— Ezekiel 36:26-27 (NIV)



Over and over again, we have seen that God is love. Love exercis-
es its power for the freedom and wellbeing of others, and this is
the premise upon which God operates in all relationships.

“The grand objective of creation... is that humanity
would exercise ‘dominion’ over their own realm of ex-
istence in voluntary harmony with God’s character.”
—— The Sonship of Christ, p. 247

Therefore, the Holy Spirit does not control us or force us. He does
not override our free will and individuality.

Instead, the Holy Spirit “witnesses” to us about His covenant (He-
brews 10:15-18), which is the revelation of God’s faithful love. The
Spirit also deepens our awareness of God's love, as demonstrated
by the life and death of Jesus (Romans 5:5-8).

The biblical storyline shows that the Father is doing something,
through the person of Jesus, to which the Holy Spirit testifies in
our hearts.

“The work of the Holy Spirit is consistently depicted
as one of influence as opposed to force.”
—— The Sonship of Christ, p. 250
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The Spirit helps, teaches, comforts, convicts, guides, reveals, tes-
tifies, witnesses, inspires, strives, and fellowships (John 14:16-17,
26-27; John 16:8, 13-14; Romans 8:16; Hebrews 10:15; 2 Peter
1:21; Genesis 6:3; 2 Corinthians 13:14).

The Spirit's ministry is gentle but persistent.

As we give ourselves over to the personal, internal guiding and
cultivating of the Holy Spirit, we grow into the kind of people
who have love as the defining force behind every thought and
act we perform.

We are invited into the love that exists between the three mem-
bers of the Godhead — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

As we look back over the whole narrative of Scripture, we can
see that the Sonship of Christ is not an argument about His meta-
physical origins.

LIVING OUT WHAT WE WERE MADE FOR\%



\ JESUS, THE SON OF GOD

Rather, Jesus is the covenant Son of God, fulfilling the mission
that we failed to complete and restoring the image of God in the
human race.

God so deeply, passionately, unfailingly loves us that He became
a member of the human family in order to restore us to oneness
with Himself.

“While we can never fully know what God is, we can
know who God is. While we cannot know the nature
of God, we can know the character of God. We can
know how God thinks and feels and behaves. With
ever-increasing clarity, we can know and experience
God’s love. We can run forever, full speed, into the
light of His breathtaking beauty and never exhaust
its infinite wealth.”

—— The Sonship of Christ, p. 266

“I pray that out of God’s glorious riches He may
strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, may have power, together with all
the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long
and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know
this love that surpasses knowledge — that you may be
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”

—— Ephesians 3:17-19 (NIV)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Dear Father,

eating me to love. May my life truly

Thank You for cr .. May | be 2

reflect Your love in all my relationship
new person in Christ.
Today, | welcome the influence of the Holy Spirit sO
that | can be truly free.

Amen.



QUESTIONS

L What does it mean for Christ to live in you?
2 - How can the indwelling of the Holy Spirit set us free? (See Galatians 5:1; 13-15.)

3 - How does the fruit of the Spirit reflect the life of Jesus within us?
(See Galatians 5:22, 23.) How can we visibly reflect the fruit of the Spirit in our community?

4 - What habits or fears make it hard for you to let the Spirit work within you so that
Christ shines through?

3~ In what ways has this study guide impacted or changed your understanding of who you
are in God’s covenant story?
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MY TAKEAWAYS

\ JESUS, THE ' SON OF'GOD

L - What (new) insights have you gained about Jesus, the Son of God, through-
out this study?

2~ How does this impact your relationship with God?

3 - What is your key takeaway from this study?




%

“It 1s precisely because Jesus
is the offspring of the woman
that He 1s the Son of God.
The incarnation was the act
by which He became the Son of God.
He came to our world
to live out, in our very flesh,
a life of covenantal trust toward God-

to live as us and to model for us

what true Sonship looks like.”

e



“Love defines, in fact,

what it means to really

29

be human.

Ty G
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MY BIBLE TEXTS MY PRAYER

MY BIBLE TEXTS AND MY PRAYER\

What Bible verses stuck with you after this study? Choose Write down a prayer where you tell God how this study has
your top three, write them down here and memorize them. impacted you and how you would like to see Him acting
in your life.
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FOOTNOTES \



This study guide explores the powerful truth behind one of Scripture’s most meaningful titles: Jesus,
the Son of God. Through the unfolding story of the Bible, you'll discover a God of unwavering love
who steps into human history to restore what was broken.

Across eight chapters, you will trace the covenant story of Scripture and meet Jesus as the faithful
Son who lived the life we could not live, loved with perfect integrity, and gave everything to bring
us home. With space to reflect, pray, and respond, this journey will help you see Jesus — and your-
self — with fresh eyes.

Take a pause. Step closer. And rediscover what it means to be a child of God.
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